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…a perfect excuse to explore the world and your creative mind at the same time.

…an experience designed to open your eyes to the particular nature of French sensations - the city, the 

landscape, the light, the food, the wine, and the pace - and refract that experience into your painting.

Travel with insider and artist/Francophile Nancy Willis, who knows where to stay, where to eat, and 

when it is time to paint. Take advantage of her French connections and follow her path as you feed your 

own artistic spirit and indulge your creative longings.  

Le Sojourn



Day One: Check into our three-star charming hotel in the 
très chic 6th arrondissement. Take a little nap or step out your 
door into the pulse of Paris. Rendezvous for an aperitif and 
take a stroll to dinner at a left bank artist hang out (included).

Visuals: le très jeune mode, 
aromatics from �orist stands, 
best Italian gelato, art 
galleries and bustling cafes, 
cobblestone, Caillbotte steel 
blue tin roofs.

All of Paris Awaits You...
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Day Two: Meet après breakfast for a trip to see an exhibition at one of 
Paris’ 200 museums. Á liberté in the afternoon before heading to the 
banks of the Seine with our paints. Picnic like an Impressionist while 
you record the bateau mouche and �ow of life at twilight (included).

Visuals: Young and old love 
strolling the banks. Willow 
trees lounge and sway in the 
breeze. Sounds of moving 
current and big sighs from 
the Pont Neuf.



Day �ree: Savor your last day in Paris by with an early 
morning sketch of St. Germain des Prés or a little shopping 
at Le Bon Marché. We will rendezvous for drinks at twilight 
(included) and plan our dining strategy for that evening. 

Day Four: One last morning in Paris. YUM! We will take 
a high speed train (TGV) and head to the Mediterranean, 
welcoming the decompression of southern France. After 
settling in to our coastal accommodations in Collioure,  
we shall stroll along the edge of the water into town for 
dinner (included). 

Liberté and the Artist
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Needs a Little Salt or Another Anchovy…

Day Five: Derrain, Picasso and Matisse all painted here and 
you will see why. �is gorgeous port city is rich in atmosphere, 
restaurants and anchovies. We will stay in a 4-star hotel with 
views of the town and harbor. �e morning is yours to stroll along 
the waterside path into town and discover it’s charm. We will meet 
in the afternoon for some painting either from our hotel studio or 
cli� side red chaise lounges.
                        
Day Six: After another delicious breakfast, we will meet for a 
painting pep talk and plan our strategy for the day. Painting is a 
great way to work up an appetite for dinner in the hotels’ 
Michelin starred restaurant later that night. (included).
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Visuals: windswept landscape peppered with terraced 
vines and kiwi trees. Open-air markets/brightly colored 
textiles and �shing boats, terra cotta roofs and cool pink 
and violet skies.



Day Seven: We will venture out with our paints to explore 
along the coast stopping for lunch to taste the in�uence of 
nearby Spain (included). Luxuriate with a nap, or dip in the 
pool or the Mediterranean to refresh. Our last day in 
Collioure to savor the splendor.

Visuals: Cobbled streets, 
narrow alleys, open plazas 
lined with trees, cafes 
and fountains wait for 
you to discover.

The Mediterranen Good Life Continues…
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Day Eight: Spend the morning picking up some gourmande 
souvenirs or do a little painting from the terrace before heading to 
Montpellier. We will settle in to our charming hotel in the heart of 
the old city of Montpellier with the sounds of church bells nearby. A 
special wine tasting awaits at Chateau Flaugergues with a light 
dinner (included).



Day Nine: �e morning will �nd us returning to Chateau 
Flaugergues to paint in their formal gardens and have the 
afternoon free to explore the city. Later that night, we will dine 
with the locals at famed regional restaurant L’Entrecôte (included). 

Day Ten: Visit the fantastic Musée Fabre or pick up a little 
something from the artisan vendors on the Place Opera. We will 
meet for a farewell dinner (included) and toast our painting 
accomplishments.  

Visuals: Majestic 
chateau towering above 
formal terraced gardens 
with bamboo hideaways, 
blue and ochre urns 
and cypress spires.

I Think I Could Live Here…
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Day Eleven: Depart from the Montpellier airport (MPL) or the 
Montpellier train station for destinations unknown and new 
stories to be told. 

Sketchbooks �lled?     New ideas for the next painting? 
Hearts and minds open and ready for what is next?  
Trip of a lifetime? 

Visuals: Tearful goodbyes and smiles of ful�llment 
as train pulls out of station. 

Savoring the Moment…
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✓ ✓
✓

✓



Meet your Tour Insider...
N A N C Y  W I L L I S
    A R T I S T  |  D I R E C T O R

THE SIXTH 
oi l  on canvas  2017

Artist Nancy Willis lives and works in the Napa Valley. Willis works with 
themes of connection and place across paint, printmaking, and video 
mediums. She has created series about the bed, the dinner party and the 
chandelier. In 2015, Willis curated NOURISH at the Napa Valley 
Museum which featured 30 artists, 9 chefs and a live stream from the 
kitchen of Maison Pic, a 3 Michelin starred restaurant in France. Her work 
has been featured at the StARTup Art Fairs in Chicago, L.A. and San 
Francisco and was recently purchased for the ARCHER HOTEL in Napa. 

In addition to her studio practice, Willis teaches painting and printmaking 
at the Napa Valley College and the Principals of Design at the Culinary 

Institute of America. After annual trips to French friends vineyards, Willis successfully 
launched Path of the Artist painting tours in 2007 leading artists through an intimate view of 
Paris, Bordeaux and Bergerac. She has now expanded these workshops to the south of France, 
Sundance Utah and Napa, CA. 
 

www.nancywillis.com  |  707.963.9410



“�e path of an artist is a path of delights – visual, sensual, shared. 
Whether sketching as a group on a drizzly terrace over the Mediterra-
nean or by yourself in a sunny allee, time invested in rediscovering 
yourself on Nancy’s tour is time well spent and time you’ll never forget. 
You and your comrades in art will forever be bonded in light and 
laughter. (And speaking of laughter, you will never laugh so much, 
often or hard as you will on this trip.) Just say “oui!”  
Caroline Siemers ~ LA/Oakland

“Nancy’s skill as a painting teacher 
 combined with her passion for France 
 and her personal contacts there made 
 this a matchless experience for me.”  
 Allie Timar ~ Napa 

“I rarely give myself the freedom to paint, sketch, eat and   
 laugh as I did on this trip. I was ready to go again as soon 
 as I got back.”  Sue Bradford ~ Napa



Le tour includes three nights in 3-star accommodation in Paris, four nights in 4-star 
coastal hotel in Collioure and three nights in a charming 3-star hotel in the city center of 
Montpellier. Indulge yourself with daily breakfast, seven dinners, two lunches, two wine 
tastings, one tour, airport transfer from CDG to hotel, train from Paris to south of France, 
transportation to Collioure, painting instruction, transportation from Montpellier to MPL 
airport or train station for departure, museum fees, local transportation*, tax and gratuities 
all included. Just say oui! 

Some painting/creative experience is suggested but not required. 

$4800* double occupancy. $650* single supplement.

$600 deposit to hold your place. Balance due February 1st or by arrangement  

Nancy Willis
707.963.9410  |  P.O. Box 53, St. Helena, CA 94574
nancy@nancywillis.com  |  www.nancywillis.com  |  www.pathofanartist.com                  brochure by Jeni Olsen Design

Le Prix

UMBRELLAS OF CARNON PLAGE


