Curator’s Statement

Etchings: Smolder/vermillion and dust, Smolder/ blue sky/Smolder/indigo night

Conflict is a call for creativity. It demands sacrifice and a willingness to be open to new ways of looking. Discrepancy is an exhibition that invites the viewer to look slowly, and reflect about living in a place that is between war and peace.

We live in age of visual bombardment. We have immediate and boundless access but at what cost? We can become complacent, relying on the seduction of the image or headline to tell us everything in a moment.  If we look too long or too much does it desensitize us? If we don’t look at all, are we risking ignorance, assumption and disconnection? 

Three years ago, I began collecting images of conflict and suffering from the news. I could not reconcile them with the beauty of where I live, or the beauty that I create. I began overlaying images of chandeliers over disparate images as a way to connect to the world at large and explore the influence of routine, beauty, and light on our perceptions. 

With support from the Napa Valley Museum, I invited artists to create work that looked specifically at the rituals of daily life in relation to three events: the World Trade center bombings on Sept. 11th and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The exhibition also includes veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan who are working with art in their recovery program at Pathway Home.

I believe in the power of art to make a difference in people’s lives.  

In a climate that seems to be propelled by divisiveness, art can be a powerful tool to remind us that we are all human and there is always more below the surface of what we see.  
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